30 or more pieces of art anni-
ally. “[This] 15 a lot for a sculp-
lor. | am totally self-taught and
developed techniques and use
tools that metal fabncators use
because | deal with very hard

woods. | ke using hardwoods
because the wood grains are
colorful and very ammated,”

he says.
FISH IN THE FOREST

Wirth uses black walnut.
orange and olive wood, as
well as oak and juniper, which
he harvests himself from all
over Califormia. Recently, he

opened a new workshop in
Kihei, Maui, Hawiii, where he
creates sinlues of local maring
life vsing indigénous woods
such as Koa, Monkey Pod
and Macadamia Nut, Specific
trees also inspire his ¢reative
process, “[1t] starts when 1 find
a ‘fizh.” | have o see the fish
m motion,” Wirth says, “The
wiood dictates what | can do™
Finding logs that inspire him is
only the first step. He then must
“cure the log until 15 dry.
That usually takes [ive vears. It
is only after curing that he can
really begin, “When it's time, |
break out my pencil, er, | mean

-

my chamsaw, and sketch away,
cutting oul the rough peces.”
he explains. “The rest is fine-
tuning detail over 4 two (o 51X
month period.” Wirh says he
tries o “take woodcarving 1o
another level of *line art’ [and]
ecreate thmigs that oiher artisis
arenm't.,” He emjoys all aspects
of the marine waldlife genre
“Irom bluegill o blue mardin,™
but prefers pelagics because
they are such powerful and
amimated animals.

Current endeavors  include
plans 10 open a workshopisio-
dio in the Flonds Kevs, and

.l

recently setting up a display at
the Redbone Gallery in Islamo-
ritda. Guy Harvey has selected
some of his sculptures for
his mew gallery in the Grand
Cavmans, His works can also
be seen at 1GFA headquariers
in Danin Beach, Flo, *1 will
do everything to be differcnt.
Originality is the game,” he
says, | use the passion | have
for the sea and the respect that
these old trees deserve, Thas is
a one lime shol - no drawings.
ne practice pieces — only sharp
blides and hardwoods.” =
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Winh was
mamed the Intermational Game
Fish  Assocmtions  (IGEFA)
featured armst i 20006, be was
genuinely  surprised  because
he was the first sculptor 1o
be honored by the IGFA n
almost 40 years. Wirth's an
stems from a lifelong passion
for angling, and a near-death
experience. He grew up fishing
hoth saltand fresh waler while
Iwing i Calitormia, Minnesoin
and Colorndo, since then, his
aristic career hns Liken of]
He now resides in lemeculs

Call

He got a lave start on his ar
listic career. “When | was 28
years old, | hid the chicken pox
it it dbmost Killed me,” Wirih
gays, “During my recovery |
wsed a fillet knife and o prece
of vak and made my first fish,”
He jokes that he began wood
sculpting with three things: a
piece of wood he found in his
garage. his knife and a bucket
ol beer. “After three days of
whittling, | realized something
was going on here,” he sayvs. L
was only two vears later that he
was winming awards at wildlife
art shows all over Californm
Hiz |GFA artist mecopnition
has special meaning for Wirth
“Being selected as the featured
arlist was a huge deal for me..
o be honored by your peers

feels good. ™

Wirth has come 4 long was
[roim serap wood and a fillet
knife. Sculpting is a physically
demanding ond (me-consum-
ing process. In the beginning.
he only produced four or five
pleces per vear. Now hie eneates



